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his childhood, " that I saw camels for the first time,
those fine creatures which I was to meet so often in
Africa. In those days the local wood merchants used
to deliver their goods to the houses by loading them
on the backs of camels, and we got a great deal of fun
out of watching their arrival with their grave and
measured gait, bearing on their backs a great stack
of timber, and the driver by dint of much shouting
steering them under the arch of the gateway."
In 1809 Mathieu de Lesseps was appointed to Corfu,
and thought it prudent not to take his family with
him. He settled them at Pisa, and there they remained
until the events of 1814 reunited them on French soil.
One of his French biographers describes the young
Ferdinand as a warm-hearted but boisterous child. On
two occasions he nearly succeeded in putting out an
eye, and he carried through life a scar on his cheek,
the result of one of his sporting exploits.
There was no lack of French society at Pisa.
Military men, officials and diplomats attended the
salon of Madame de Lesseps. A captain of artillery,
Paul Louis Courrier, gave Ferdinand his first lessons
in horsemanship, in which he was afterwards to excel.
It was a jolly, if rather undisciplined boyhood. The
graver aspects of the old Cathedral city would have
offered little attraction to a child of Ferdinand's
temperament. But he would have enjoyed boating on
the Arno, and excursions to the pine woods behind the
town.
Madame de Lesseps, good mother though she was,
could not help but hold the reins rather loosely in the
upbringing of her children. The mails brought